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(57) ABSTRACT

A portable and collapsible game animal lifting apparatus
comprising a horizontal base member, a vertical support
member pivotably attached to the base member, a horizontal
lift member pivotably and slidably attached to the support
member, and a winch attached to the support member. The
winch is operably connected to the lift member for raising and
lowering the lift member. The winch is operable to unwind a
winch cable from the winch and thereby lower the lift mem-
ber to receive the game animal thereupon. The winch is fur-
ther operable to wind the winch cable about the winch and
thereby raise the lift member to a desired height to assist in
transferring the game animal to a transport vehicle.

8 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
GAME LIFTING APPARATUS AND METHOD
OF USE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 61/913,022 filed Dec. 6, 2013, the disclosure
of which is incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to game lifting devices
and, more particularly, to a portable and collapsible game
lifting apparatus for assisting a hunter with lifting a game
animal onto a transport vehicle.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

It is common practice in the sport of hunting large game
animals to retrieve and transport harvested game using oft-
road vehicles, sport utility vehicles (SUV’s), all-terrain
vehicles (ATV’s) and farm utility vehicles (UTV’s). Many
species of large game animals can easily weigh more than 200
pounds and it can be very difficult for a hunter to elevate an
animal for loading into or onto a vehicle. In most instances
this requires lifting the body of the animal 36 to 40 inches off
the ground, and in many situations this is accomplished by a
lone hunter.

What is needed is a portable game lifting apparatus that is
compact and lightweight so that it can be conveniently trans-
ported and used by a single person.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is a portable and collapsible game
animal lifting apparatus preferably comprising a substantially
horizontal base member, a substantially vertical support
member, a substantially horizontal lift member, and a winch
attached to the support member, wherein the winch is oper-
ably connected to the lift member for raising and lowering the
lift member. The base member preferably has a first elongated
base tube having a first end with a slot formed therein, a
second elongated base tube having a first end with a slot
formed therein, and at least one connecting base tube
orthogonally affixed to the first base tube and the second base
tube to maintain the first base tube in a fixed, parallel, and
spaced relationship relative to the second base tube. The
support member preferably has a first elongated support tube
having a top end and a bottom end, a second elongated sup-
port tube having a top end and a bottom end, and at least one
connecting support tube orthogonally affixed to the first sup-
port tube and the second support tube to maintain the first
support tube in a fixed, parallel, and spaced relationship rela-
tive to the second support tube. The bottom end of the first
support tube is pivotably attached to the first base tube and the
bottom end of the second support tube is pivotably attached to
the second base tube, wherein the support tube is preferably
pivotable 90 degrees relative to the base tube. The lift member
preferably has a first lift tube having a first end, a second lift
tube having a first end, and at least one connecting lift tube
orthogonally affixed to the first lift tube and the second lift
tube to maintain the first lift tube in a fixed, parallel, and
spaced relationship relative to the second lift tube. The lift
member is pivotably and slidably attached to the support
member, wherein the lift tube is preferably pivotable 90
degrees relative to the support tube.
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A first angled bracket is preferably fixedly attached to the
first end of the first lift tube and pivotably and slidably
attached to the first support tube. The first angled bracket
preferably has a pair of spaced rollers for rotatably engaging
opposing sides of the first support tube to facilitate the first lift
tube with sliding along the length of the first support tube. A
second angled bracket is preferably fixedly attached to the
first end of the second lift tube and pivotably and slidably
attached to the second support tube. The second angled
bracket preferably has a pair of spaced rollers for rotatably
engaging opposing sides of the second support tube to facili-
tate the second lift tube with sliding along the length of the
second support tube. The winch is preferably a hand-oper-
able, manually-driven winch attached to an upper connecting
support tube orthogonally affixed at or near the top end of the
first support tube and the top end of the second support tube.
The winch has a winch cable preferably connected to a con-
necting lift tube for raising and lowering the lift member. A
first support cable preferably has a first end secured to the
upper connecting support tube and a second end having a
cable locking mechanism formed thereon. A second support
cable preferably has a first end secured to the upper connect-
ing support tube and a second end having a cable locking
mechanism formed thereon.

The cable locking mechanism of the first support cable is
operable to reversibly engage the slot in the first end of the
first base tube to secure the support member in an upright
position for lifting the game animal. The cable locking
mechanism of the second support cable is operable to revers-
ibly engage the slot in the first end of the second base tube to
secure the support member in an upright position for lifting
the game animal. The winch is operable to unwind the winch
cable from the winch and thereby lower the lift member to
receive the game animal thereupon. The winch is further
operable to wind the winch cable about the winch and thereby
raise the lift member to a desired height to assist in transfer-
ring the game animal to a transport vehicle.

To collapse the lifting apparatus for transport or storage,
the lift member is pivoted into abutment with the support
member and the support member is pivoted into abutment
with the base member. To set up the lifting apparatus for use,
the support member is pivoted about 90 degrees away from
the base member and the lift member is pivoted about 90
degrees away from the support member. The cable locking
mechanism of'the first support cable is inserted into the slot in
the first end of the first base tube and the cable locking
mechanism of the second support cable is inserted into the
slot in the first end of the second base tube, thereby securing
the support member in an upright position relative to the base
member for lifting the game animal.

These and other features of the invention will become
apparent from the following detailed description of the inven-
tion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a right front perspective view of the lifting appa-
ratus configured for use.

FIG. 2 is aleft rear perspective view of the lifting apparatus
of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is another left rear perspective view of the lifting
apparatus of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a detail view of a support cable secured within a
locking slot.

FIG. 5 is a top plan view of the lifting apparatus of FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 is a left side elevation view of the lifting apparatus
of FIG. 1.
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FIG. 7 is a front elevation view of the lifting apparatus of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 is a leftrear perspective view of the lifting apparatus
collapsed for transportation and/or storage.

FIG. 9 is a top plan view of the lifting apparatus of FIG. 8.

FIG. 10 is a left side elevation view of the lifting apparatus
of FIG. 8.

When the terms “top,” “bottom,” “right,” “left,” “front,”
“rear,” “first,” “second,” “inside,” “outside,” “‘vertical,” “hori-
zontal,” and similar terms are used herein, the terms should be
understood in reference to the orientation of the implemen-
tations shown in the drawings and are utilized to facilitate
description thereof.

29 < 29 <

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention comprises a game lifting apparatus
and a method of using the apparatus to lift a game animal. The
game lifting apparatus comprises an assembly of fabricated
frames designed to be quickly and easily configured into a
rigid support arrangement for lifting (see FIGS. 1-7) or col-
lapsed for storage and/or transportation (see FIGS. 8-10). As
best shown in FIGS. 1-7, the preferred embodiment of the
lifting apparatus comprises three fabricated frame sections
made from hollow metal square tubing: a substantially hori-
zontal base frame A for engaging the ground, a substantially
vertical support frame B, and a substantially horizontal lifting
frame C for supporting a game animal thereon.

The base frame A preferably comprises a first base tube 1,
a substantially parallel second base tube 21, a rear base tube
11 orthogonally affixed to the rear ends of the first and second
base tubes 1, 21, and a front base tube 31 orthogonally affixed
to the front ends of the first and second base tubes 1, 21.
Locking slots 16, 17 are preferably formed along the top
surfaces of the first and second base tubes 1, 21 at the rear
ends thereof.

The support frame B preferably comprises a right side tube
2, a substantially parallel left side tube 22, and a top tube 15
orthogonally affixed to the top ends of the right side and left
side tubes 2, 22. A hand winch 7 operable to wind and unwind
a winch cable 12 is preferably affixed to the top tube 15.
Support cables 4, 44 are preferably connected at their respec-
tive top ends 41, 42 to the top tube 15. The bottom ends of the
support cables 4, 44 have a cable locking mechanism, such as
cable stop sleeves 13, 53, attached thereto. A pair of angled
brackets 10, 20 and 30, 40 are preferably affixed to the bottom
ends of the right side and left side tubes 2, 22, and are pivot-
ably connected to the first and second base tubes 1, 21 by
clevis pins 9. The base frame A and support frame B are
preferably limited between a 0 to 90 degree pivot angle rela-
tive to each other due to the angled brackets 10, 20 and 30, 40.

The lifting frame C preferably comprises a first lift tube 3,
a substantially parallel second lift tube 23, a rear lift tube 24
orthogonally affixed to the rear ends of the first and second lift
tubes 3, 23, and a front lift tube 14 orthogonally affixed to the
front ends of the first and second lift tubes 3, 23. A cable ring
8 is preferably affixed to the rear lift tube 24. The winch cable
12 is attached to the cable ring 8. Angled brackets 6 are
preferably affixed to the rear ends of the first and second lift
tubes 3, 23, and are secured about the right side and left side
tubes 2, 22 for both pivotable movement and vertical move-
ment. The lifting frame C and support frame B are preferably
limited between a 0 to 90 degree pivot angle relative to each
other due to the angled brackets 6. Each angled bracket 6
preferably has a pair of rollers 5 secured therein with clevis
pins (19,29, 39, 49). The rollers 5 in each bracket 6 are spaced
apart both horizontally and vertically from each other. The
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right side and left side tubes 2, 22 are received within the
spaces between the paired rollers 5 and the front and rear
surfaces of the right side and left side tubes 2, 22 are engaged
by the paired rollers 5. Thus, a cantilevered arrangement of
the lifting frame C is realized from the vertical and horizontal
separation of the support rollers 5. This cantilever/roller
arrangement facilitates the primary function of the apparatus
in the lifting or lowering of the lifting frame C with the game
animal thereon.

In operation, the lifting apparatus is configured for use (see
FIGS.1-7). The cable stop sleeves 13,53 of the support cables
4, 44 are inserted into the locking slots 16, 17 in the first and
second base tubes 1, 21, thereby locking the lifting apparatus
in a lifting configuration. The hand winch 7 is rotated to
unwind the winch cable 12 therefrom. As the winch cable 12
is unwound, the lifting frame C is lowered by gravity until it
comes to rest above the base frame A. As the lifting frame C
is being lowered, the rollers 5 rotate along the front and rear
surfaces of the right side and left side tubes 2, 22. The game
animal can then be placed onto the lifting frame C and secured
thereto if desired. The hand winch 7 is rotated to wind the
winch cable 12 thereabout, thereby lifting the lifting frame C
towards the top of the lifting apparatus. As the lifting frame C
is being raised, the rollers 5 rotate along the front and rear
surfaces of the right side and left side tubes 2, 22. The weight
of'the animal on the lifting apparatus keeps the support cables
4, 44 taut and thereby prevents the cable stop sleeves 13, 53
from dislodging from the locking slots 16, 17. When the
lifting frame C is raised to a desired height, a transport vehicle
can be positioned adjacent the lifting apparatus and the ani-
mal can be slid off the lifting frame C onto the transport
vehicle.

Once the animal has been removed from the lifting frame
C, the lifting apparatus can be collapsed for transport and/or
storage (see FIGS. 8-10). The cable stop sleeves 13, 53 of the
support cables 4, 44 are removed from the locking slots 16, 17
in the first and second base tubes 1, 21. The base frame A can
then be pivoted upward 90 degrees into parallel engagement
with the support frame B and the lifting frame C can be
pivoted upward 90 degrees into parallel engagement with the
support frame B. In this substantially flattened configuration,
the lifting apparatus can be easily carried and secured to the
transport vehicle. The lifting apparatus of the present inven-
tion allows a single person to easily and conveniently lift a
heavy animal and transfer the animal to a transport vehicle.
The lifting apparatus can be quickly assembled for use and
dissembled for compact storage by a single person without
the use of tools.

While the invention has been shown and described in some
detail with reference to a specific exemplary embodiment,
there is no intention that the invention be limited to such
detail. On the contrary, the invention is intended to include
any alternative or equivalent embodiments that fall within the
spirit and scope of the invention as described and claimed
herein. For example, the reversible locking mechanism
formed by the locking slots 16, 17 and the cable stop sleeves
13, 53 for securing the apparatus in an upright position can be
replaced with other reversible locking mechanisms known in
the art.

The invention claimed is:

1. A portable and collapsible game animal lifting appara-
tus, comprising:

a) a horizontal base member having a first base tube having

a first end with a slot formed therein, a second base tube
having a first end with a slot formed therein, said second
base tube parallel to said first base tube, and a third base
tube orthogonally affixed to said first base tube and said
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second base tube to maintain said first base tube in a
fixed spaced relationship relative to said second base
tube;

b) a vertical support member having a first support tube
having a top end and a bottom end, a second support tube
having a top end and a bottom end, said second support
tube parallel to said first support tube, and a third support
tube orthogonally affixed to said top end of said first
support tube and said top end of said second support tube
to maintain said first support tube in a fixed spaced
relationship relative to said second support tube,
wherein said bottom end of said first support tube is
pivotably attached to said first base tube and said bottom
end of said second support tube is pivotably attached to
said second base tube;

¢) a horizontal lift member having a first lift tube having a
firstend, a second lift tube having a first end, said second
lift tube parallel to said first lift tube, and a third lift tube
orthogonally affixed to said first lift tube and said second
lift tube to maintain said first lift tube in a fixed spaced
relationship relative to said second lift tube, wherein
said lift member is pivotably and slidably attached to
said support member;

d) a first angled bracket fixedly attached to said first end of
said first lift tube and pivotably and slidably attached to
said first support tube, said first angled bracket having a
pair of spaced rollers for rotatably engaging opposing
sides of said first support tube to facilitate said first lift
tube with sliding along the length of said first support
tube;

e) a second angled bracket fixedly attached to said first end
of said second lift tube and pivotably and slidably
attached to said second support tube, said second angled
bracket having a pair of spaced rollers for rotatably
engaging opposing sides of said second support tube to
facilitate said second lift tube with sliding along the
length of said second support tube;

f) a hand-operable manually-driven winch attached to said
third support tube, wherein said winch has a winch cable
operably connected to said third lift tube for raising and
lowering said lift member;

g) a first support cable having a first end secured to said
third support tube and a second end having a cable stop
sleeve formed thereon; and

h) a second support cable having a first end secured to said
third support tube and a second end having a cable stop
sleeve formed thereon;

1) wherein said cable stop sleeve of said first support cable
is operable to reversibly engage said slot in said first end
of said first base tube to secure said support member in
an upright position for lifting the game animal, and
wherein said cable stop sleeve of said second support
cable is operable to reversibly engage said slot in said
first end of said second base tube to secure said support
member in an upright position for lifting the game ani-
mal,;

j) wherein said winch is operable to unwind said winch
cable from said winch and thereby lower said lift mem-
ber to receive the game animal thereupon, wherein said
winch is further operable to wind said winch cable about
said winch and thereby raise said lift member to a
desired height to assist in transferring the game animal
to a transport vehicle.

2. A portable and collapsible game animal lifting appara-

tus, comprising:

a) a horizontal base member having a first base tube having
a first end with a slot formed therein, a second base tube
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having a first end with a slot formed therein, said second
base tube parallel to said first base tube, and a third base
tube orthogonally affixed to said first base tube and said
second base tube to maintain said first base tube in a
fixed spaced relationship relative to said second base
tube;

b) a vertical support member having a first support tube
having a top end and a bottom end, a second support tube
having a top end and a bottom end, said second support
tube parallel to said first support tube, and a third support
tube orthogonally affixed to said top end of said first
support tube and said top end of said second support tube
to maintain said first support tube in a fixed spaced
relationship relative to said second support tube,
wherein said bottom end of said first support tube is
pivotably attached to said first base tube and said bottom
end of said second support tube is pivotably attached to
said second base tube;

¢) a horizontal lift member having a first lift tube having a
firstend, a second lift tube having a first end, said second
lift tube parallel to said first lift tube, and a third lift tube
orthogonally affixed to said first lift tube and said second
lift tube to maintain said first lift tube in a fixed spaced
relationship relative to said second lift tube, wherein
said lift member is pivotably and slidably attached to
said support member; and

d) a winch attached to said third support tube, wherein said
winch has a winch cable operably connected to said third
lift tube for raising and lowering said lift member;

e) wherein said winch is operable to unwind said winch
cable from said winch and thereby lower said lift mem-
ber to receive the game animal thereupon, wherein said
winch is further operable to wind said winch cable about
said winch and thereby raise said lift member to a
desired height to assist in transferring the game animal
to a transport vehicle.

3. A lifting apparatus according to claim 2, further com-
prising a first angled bracket fixedly attached to said first end
of said first lift tube and pivotably and slidably attached to
said first support tube, said first angled bracket having a pair
of'spaced rollers for rotatably engaging opposing sides of said
first support tube to facilitate said first lift tube with sliding
along the length of said first support tube.

4. A lifting apparatus according to claim 3, further com-
prising a second angled bracket fixedly attached to said first
end of said second lift tube and pivotably and slidably
attached to said second support tube, said second angled
bracket having a pair of spaced rollers for rotatably engaging
opposing sides of said second support tube to facilitate said
second lift tube with sliding along the length of said second
support tube.

5. A lifting apparatus according to claim 2, further com-
prising a first support cable having a first end secured to said
third support tube and a second end having a cable stop sleeve
formed thereon.

6. A lifting apparatus according to claim 5, further com-
prising a second support cable having a first end secured to
said third support tube and a second end having a cable stop
sleeve formed thereon.

7. A lifting apparatus according to claim 6, wherein said
cable stop sleeve of said first support cable is operable to
reversibly engage said slot in said first end of said first base
tube to secure said support member in an upright position for
lifting the game animal, and wherein said cable stop sleeve of
said second support cable is operable to reversibly engage
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said slot in said first end of said second base tube to secure
said support member in an upright position for lifting the
game animal.

8. A portable and collapsible game animal lifting appara-

tus, comprising:

a) a horizontal base member;

b) a vertical support member pivotably attached to said
base member;

¢) a horizontal lift member pivotably and slidably attached
to said support member;

d) an angled bracket fixedly attached to said lift member
and pivotably and slidably attached to said support
member, said angled bracket having a pair of spaced
rollers for rotatably engaging opposing sides of said
support member to facilitate said lift member with slid-
ing along the length of said support member;

e) a support cable having a first end secured to said support
member and a second end having a cable locking mecha-
nism formed thereon; and
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f) a winch attached to an upper portion of said support
member, wherein said winch has a winch cable operably
connected to said lift member for raising and lowering
said lift member;

g) wherein said cable locking mechanism is operable to
reversibly engage said base member to secure said sup-
port member in an upright position for lifting the game
animal;

h) wherein said winch is operable to unwind said winch
cable from said winch and thereby lower said lift mem-
ber to receive the game animal thereupon, wherein said
winch is further operable to wind said winch cable about
said winch and thereby raise said lift member to a
desired height to assist in transferring the game animal
to a transport vehicle.
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